
 

 
 

Please note that your electronic submission of this essay indicates your agreement and compliance with the 

following statement: “On my honor, I have neither given nor taken improper assistance in completing this 

assignment.” 

D.MIN./D.ED.MIN. IN BIBLICAL COUNSELING  

MINISTRY FIELD ESSAY 

 

Type an essay of 750-1,000 words that responds to the following questions. Please include a header with your 

name and email address at the top of the first page, and follow the instructions below. The essay must be 

double-spaced and written in 12 pt. Times New Roman font. You may use either footnotes or parenthetical 

citations. The essay will be evaluated based on your demonstration of excellent research skills, critical 

interaction with the literature, clear thesis with effective argumentation, and proper use of grammar. 

 

Evaluate this counseling scenario from Scripture’s sufficiency and demonstrate how you would counsel this 

couple: 

 

Jim Smithson and his wife have been members of your church for five years.  Jim has been a deacon for 

two years.  He and his wife, JoAnn, have been married for ten years.  The first five years of their 

marriage were vibrant, with the two seemingly growing in their love more every day.   

 

Since coming to your church, however, the Smithsons have struggled in their marriage. Though you did 

not know it until recently, Jim has become more and more distant from his wife.  Their communication 

has suffered.  “Dates” are less frequent.  Jim retreats often to his office den. 

 

Recently, JoAnn discovered Internet pornography on Jim’s computer.  She confronted her husband, 

who confessed a long-term problem with this issue.  To his credit, Jim has agreed to come see you.   

 

In your first visit with Jim, you learn that he has struggled with this problem for many years.  A 

boyhood friend introduced him to pornography, and his non-Christian father kept magazines in their 

home.  He has never before confessed this problem to anyone, and he seems to convey that he 

genuinely wants to find victory.   

 

What is your understanding of his problem? How would you begin? What would be your strategy for 

counseling Jim from a biblical perspective?  Be as specific as possible, including scripture texts and 

other resources you might use in your counseling with him.   
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In addition to a standard English translation of the Bible, you are required to consult and cite the sources 

below as you write your essay. Failure to do so may influence the admissions decision. In addition to these, 

you are also free to employ a variety of other sources, such as essays, monographs, and articles.  

 


