
THE MAGIC OF FLOW 

 

Have you ever read a book or article that just seemed to click? It was as if each 
section, each thought or argument, each paragraph seamlessly rolled into the next, 
and the paper even felt like it was building toward some climactic ending, like a 
novel. 

 

It’s called flow. 

 

Flow gives our paper an organic quality, making all of the various, perhaps even 
unrelated, parts of a particular subject fit together. Flow organizes our random 
thoughts into a logical order, naturally creating momentum. 

 

How do we get flow? 

 

We first need to take a step back—way back. In order to have flow, we have to 
see the big picture—a bird’s eye view, to sound cliché—think about our subject, 
and write down everything we want to say about it, a list, in other words. 

 

Once we finally have all the major topics we want to cover, we need to arrange 
them in the most logical order. 

 

Imagine writing a paper on end-time judgement. The topics you decide to include 
are the role of works, God’s demand for perfection, grace, and the sinfulness of 
man.  

 

It would make sense, to me at least, to arrange these topics in an order like this: the 
sinfulness of man, God’s demand for perfection, the role of works, and grace. 

 



Also, to add some narrative elegance, taking our paper over the top, we might 
rephrase each topic with a particular focus on an action, giving our paper a story 
element: man is sinful, and God demands perfection. Works can’t save us from the 
Judgement, we therefore must rely on grace.  

 

This setup flows logically and also makes sense from a story perspective. From the 
perspective of an argument, we should want to establish man is sinful before talking 
about works or his need for grace. If we talked about grace first, then the sinfulness 
of man will seem like an afterthought or an implication buried within the grace 
section. It works better then to say that if man is sinful and cannot save himself, he 
must rely on grace. 

 

From a story perspective, the setup follows the typical “conflict-resolution” model. 
The problem, we see, is man is sinful and must face a holy God that demands 
perfection. We first take our reader down the wrong trail of works, the false 
solution. We then finish, hopefully in dramatic fashion, by giving the correct solution: 
God’s grace through Jesus Christ.  

 

This construction, although simple, weaves a narrative element into our overall 
argument and logically orders the major parts of our paper, each section building 
upon the one before it. 

 

Once we have pieced together the big picture, our grand narrative, now it’s time to 
zoom in and work on the details.  

 

But you can figure it out from here. Go to each individual section and repeat the 
exact same process that we did for the big picture. Pretty soon your paper flow 
like a novel and will be as smooth as butter.  

 

 

 

 



Tips: 

 

When working in the individual sections, the transition sentences, sentences typically 
at the beginning of a paragraph that help to shift into the next thought or topic, 
carry a lot of the weight in keeping your paper flowing. Think carefully about them. 

 

Spend a lot of time organizing your entire paper. The more you spend constructing 
your paper, the easier you will find the writing portion to be.  

 

 


