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The graduate field essay is a component of the application for admission into the Ph.D. programs 
at Southern Seminary (see the current academic catalog for a general description of the essay).  
Students applying for admission to the Ph.D. program in missions will write an essay in response 
to questions based on a prescribed reading list, which is provided to the applicant prior to writing 
the essay.  The applicant is expected to read the specified material in its entirety prior to writing 
the exam.  Also provided to the student will be a set of questions based on this reading.   
 
On the field essay, the applicant will be responsible for responding to questions chosen from that 
question bank.  The essay will be graded by professors on the missions faculty, who will be 
evaluating the response based on how well the applicant directly answers the question(s), 
interacts with material from the reading list, and generally demonstrates a knowledge of the 
field.  Additionally, the essay will be evaluated in terms of logical and clear flow of argument, 
grammar, and overall presentation. 
 
1. Do you believe the concept of “missions” is found in the Old Testament?  Answer yes or 

no, then explain your answer.  
 

2. What was the apostle Paul’s mission strategy?  
 

3. Why did Kenneth Scott Latourette call the nineteenth century the “Great Century” of 
Protestant missions? 
 

4. Why is William Carey called the Father of Modern Missions? 
 

5. What effect did Pietism have on the modern missionary movement? 
 

6. State and explain challenges faced by missionaries when they share the gospel in cultures 
other their own with reflection on answering those challenges. 
 

7. Explain the importance of the concept “church growth” for missions. 
 

8. What is the indigenous approach to missions? Identify its principle proponents and explain 
their teachings. 
 

9. Explain the importance of “contextualization” in missions with special reference to the C1-
C6 spectrum and the Camel method. 
 

10. With a brief reflection on missions over the last twenty years, identify and discuss 
significant current issues and future trends in missions. 
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