
 SEMINARY WIVES INSTITUTE   
COURSE DESCRIPTIONS - SPRING 2017 

 Term III  
February 2-March 9 (7:00-8:45 PM) 

Wednesday AM  Mentoring class meets February1-March 8 (10:00-11:45 AM) 
 

REQUIRED COURSES: 
 
(SW401A MUST BE TAKEN IN TERM IV AS THESE COURSES COMPRISE A 12 WEEK COURSE) 
 
SW301A           LEADERSHIP SKILLS I: Women and Evangelism 
 
Instructor:  Mrs. Sharon Beougher  
 
Text:  Text and resources to be provided in class include: 
                             Women and Evangelism, Overcoming Walls to Witnessing,  and several tracts.  
                              (Students are asked to contribute $10 in class on 2/2 to defray costs.)    
 
Description:   This course will challenge you in personal evangelism, give a variety of practical 

helps in how to share the gospel and help you answer some of the challenging questions  
people have about the gospel.  Some specific topics that will be covered are:  
giving your personal salvation testimony, how to share the Bridge Illustrations, how to get 
the most out of prayer in evangelism, how to use creative ideas for the purpose of  
evangelism, how to do an evangelistic Bible study and how to do basic follow up of a new  
Christian.  Accountability groups of three will be used to continue spiritual disciplines and 
to gain practice in presenting some of these methods discussed. Leadership II must be 
taken during the subsequent term, so students make a 12-week commitment when 
registering for his course. 

 
ELECTIVE COURSES: 

SW301B          A CLOSER LOOK AT THE NEW TESTAMENT: Ephesians 
 
Instructor:      Dr. Bill Cook 
 
Text:                  The Bible---Ephesians 
 
Description:    If you would like a more in depth look at the New Testament than time allows in  

the three weeks of New Testament Survey, we have a course for you!  Take this elective 
taught by New Testament scholar, Dr. Bill Cook, who serves as Professor of NT 
Interpretation here at Southern Seminary. The course will focus on Paul's letter to the 
church at Ephesus.  It will be a verse-by-verse study focusing on the riches of God's 
glorious grace as seen in Ephesians.  

 
Please note that this elective as well as Dr. Betts’ Closer Look at OT and Dr. Ware’s Closer  
Look at Baptist Beliefs all qualify for credit under the IMB’s required courses for student  
wives seeking appointment. The other classes they require are: OT/NT Survey, Baptist Beliefs  
and Intro to Biblical Interpretation as well as two electives of choice. 

 
 



SW301C        BIBLICAL PARENTING 
Instructor:    Mrs. Danna Stinson 
Text:                Instructing a Child’s Heart by Tedd and Margy Tripp (Shepherd Press)   
                           ISBN 0981540007 

PLEASE NOTE— 
due to space limitations, we are asking moms or expectant moms ONLY  to take  
this class!  

 
Description: From diapers to diplomas, no matter what stage you are in, this course will give 

your parenting a focus and a plan.  Even if motherhood may be down the road for 
you, you will be blessed by the preparation you will receive.  There are many ways 
God will call ministers’ wives to serve.  For many women, one of the most 
important ministries will be bringing up their children “in the fear and admonition 
of the Lord.” This course is structured to offer direction and encouragement from 
God’s Word and practical advice for this precious journey. 

 
SW301D          LESSONS IN PRAYER 
Instructors:   Mrs. Nora Allison and Mrs. Jodi Ware 
Text:                 Bible and Selected Readings 
Description:  Using the prayers in Scripture as our tutor and the character of God as our 

inspiration, we will discover various components of prayer, the characteristics of 
praying people and strategies for developing our personal prayer lives.  Students 
will be expected to spend time in the Word and in prayer both on their own and in 
class. 

 
SW301E          MENTORING 
SW302 

NOTE: THIS CLASS IS OFFERED ON WEDNESDAY MORNINGS (SW302) 
AND THURSDAY EVENINGS (SW301E) 

Instructor:     Mrs. Jaylynn Cook 
Text:                 Spiritual Mothering by Susan Hunt (Crossway) ISBN 1433503131 
Description:  A study of the biblical foundation for mentoring, mentoring as a lifestyle, a   

mother’s role in mentoring her children, and beginning a mentoring ministry in the 
local church.  

 
SW301F         NEW COURSE:  

TEACHING THE WORD TO WOMEN: DEVELOPING A WORD-BASED WOMEN’S 
MINISTRY 

Instructor:    Mrs. Lisa Hughes 

Text:                God’s Priorities for Today’s Woman by Lisa Hughes (Harvest House) 
                           ISBN 9780736930604 

Description: This course addresses how to establish a biblically based women’s ministry in    
                           your church that is anchored in the Word of God.  We’ll discuss the power of God’s  
                           Word to transform lives, families and women’s ministries; how to fine-tune your  
                           ministry philosophy around the sufficiency of Scripture, and seek to practically  
                           equip your women’s ministry in the local church. 
   



                                       SEMINARY WIVES INSTITUTE 
COURSE DESCRIPTIONS - SPRING 2017 

Term IV  
March 16-April 27 (7:00-8:45 PM) 

 No Wednesday AM class during this term 
No class on April 6 due to Spring Reading Days 

REQUIRED COURSES: 
(SW 301A, Leadership Skills I  MUST BE TAKEN IN TERM III AS THESE COURSES COMPRISE A 12 WEEK 
COURSE) 
SW401A          LEADERSHIP SKILLS II 
 
Instructor: Mrs. Nora Allison   
Text: TBA  
 
Description: This course is designed to help the student understand what leadership looks like for 

women in the home, in the church and in the community.  We will be identifying the 
character and skills that God praises in those who serve Him.  We will also be 
personalizing the answers to the questions, “Where do I lead?” “Who do I lead?” and “How 
do I lead?” as we explore each woman’s gifting and skills.  The students will have the 
opportunity to put into practice what they have learned as they pray for and plan ways to 
lead in the spheres in which God has placed them. 

  

SW401B        BAPTIST BELIEFS 
 
Instructors: Drs. Albert Mohler,  Adam Greenway, Matt Hall, Randy Stinson and Greg Wills  
Text: The Baptist Faith and Message by Charles S. Kelley Jr., Richard Land and 
                            R. Albert Mohler, Jr. (LifeWay) ISBN 1415852958 
 
Description: Prepare to be tremendously enriched by this course on doctrine.  The seminary’s 

president and four of its deans/provost will introduce you to eleven doctrines of faith.  
They will teach as they would to church members or lay people on an undergraduate level. 
We believe you will find the text to be both readable and enlightening.  Grades will be 
based on short quizzes given and graded by SWI faculty.  The quizzes will cover study 
guides, notes and lectures.  We predict you will use what you learn in this course for years 
to come.  You will also gain a greater appreciation and understanding of what your 
husbands spend years studying. 

ELECTIVE COURSES: 
SW401C            MARRIAGE AND FAMILY 
 
Instructor:  Mrs. Tanya York 
Text:   Creative Counterpart by Linda Dillow (Thomas Nelson ) ISBN 0785263764 
 
Description: This course will give biblical, practical and applicable principles concerning marriage and  

family. Each week we seek to retain or regain the true biblical perspective of marriage and 
family life that culture continues to challenge. We will consider the defining of your roles, 
conflict management, the specific needs of your husband, and ways to nurture your 
marriage and keep it fresh and growing. Included will be resourceful ideas for developing 
other family relationships such as in-laws and children. We will be encouraging and 
challenging each other as we enjoy our God-given responsibilities and opportunities of family.  

 



SW401D          MINISTRY OF HOSPITALITY 
                               
Instructor:  Mrs. Mary Mohler 
Text: A Life that Says Welcome: Simple Ways to Open Your Heart and Home to Others 
 by Karen Ehman, (Revell) ISBN 0800731395 
 
Description: Join us for this elective as we explore the many methods of practicing hospitality.  

We will first look at the biblical basis for this often lost art.  We will then look at areas  
specifically related to ministry.  Some of the topics include serving your own family, recipe 
and menu organization, event planning at home and at church, etiquette, hospitality in 
writing, evangelistic hospitality and overcoming challenges.  Students will have the 
opportunity to demonstrate hospitality and plan a creative event as part of this course.  
Practical assignments correspond to the weekly topics. 

 
SW401E           NUTS AND BOLTS OF LOCAL CHURCH MINISTRY 
 
Instructors:     Mrs. Sharon Beougher and others 
Text:                   Liberating Ministry from the Success Syndrome  
                              by Kent & Barbara Hughes, (Crossway) ISBN  9781581349740 
 
Description:   Come join us for this elective as we look at practical aspects of ministry in the local 

church.  A team of pastors’ wives with years of experience in all sizes of churches will 
share wisdom regarding: my husband, my ministry; life in a ministry home; church 
administration; visitation;  developing relationships with wives of church deacons/elders; 
and realistic expectations about this wonderful calling.    

 
SW401F           PLAYING HYMNS 
 
Instructor:  Mrs. Carla Greenway 
Text:                   None to purchase in advance.  We will provide music in class. 
 
Description:    Have you ever wanted to learn to play the piano OR have you wish that you had kept it up 

as a child?  This course will teach how to read the notes for the right and left hand and will 
teach basic chord patterns so that you could play worship songs or hymns with the right 
hand melody and various chord patterns with the left hand.  Access to a keyboard or piano 
is required as well as regular practice times for about 20-30 minutes five days a week. 

 
 
SW401G           PUBLIC SPEAKING FOR THE MINISTER’S WIFE  
 
Instructor: Mrs. Katherine Magnuson 
Text:  Speak Up With Confidence by Carol Kent (Navpress) ISBN 0785283404 
 
Description: In this course, you will learn the basic speaking skills that will be valuable  

throughout your years in ministry.  You will have opportunity for practical application as 
you prepare and deliver a self-introduction, speaker-introduction, personal testimony, 
devotional and topical presentation.  You will benefit greatly from this course whether you 
are fearful and inexperienced or confident speaking in public.  


