
SWI Summer 2015 Reading List

The hammock gently swayed in the breeze as the sunlight glittered on my face through the trees. 
The giggles of  children playing in the distance brought a smile to my face as I descended into the 
chapters of  my book - the smell of  crisp, fresh pages indulging my senses. A moment to savor. 
Time alone to read.... ah! Summer is here!

Except it was more like fighting for the only chair only on the front porch with 4 legs still on it; 
squinting through the bright rays of  sun - my sunglasses missing-in-action after an episode with 
little professional dress-up artists; grabbing my book from under the pile of  papers I was 
supposed to do something with for class; flattening out the dog-eared page corner from where I 
last left off  (not far after the introduction); sipping on my cold cup of  coffee while trying to block 
out the cries of  the victorious pirates killing the crocodiles in the ocean just around the corner. 
Five minutes should allow me to grab another couple of  pages at least...phew! Summer is here!

As I delved into the world of  creating a reading list, titles flooded my mind like the recent 
Louisville rains! However, as our schedule moves from semester to summer (perhaps no-less busy 
but a change all the same) my goal was to give you a short list of  pithy books which you may 
enjoy over these next few months, be it five minutes at a time or otherwise!

Lit! A Christian Guide to Reading Books
by Tony Reinke
“Whether reading is your addiction or your phobia, this book is for you. A practical guide built on the gospel, Lit! 
models the skills needed to build a balanced reading diet of  Scripture, theology, and devotional books, but without 
overlooking important how-to books, great stories, and books meant to be enjoyed for pleasure.”
This made this list ‘cos I think it’s a great place to start for those of  us, like me, who have never 
considered ourselves good enough readers to figure out what a “balanced reading diet” looks like!

Contentment: A Godly Woman’s Adornment (On-the-Go Devotionals)
by Lydia Brownback
“This On-the-Go Devotional assures women that contentment is not some fleeting ideal but a reality that God 
enables them to live out daily...”
This made the list because a friend said “If  I could, I would buy this and give a copy to every 
woman I know!” So here you are ladies :)

Stepping Heavenward: One Woman’s Journey to Godliness
by Elizabeth Prentiss
“”How dreadfully old I am getting! Sixteen!” So begins 'Stepping Heavenward' by Elizabeth Prentiss, the journal-
like account of  a nineteenth century girl who learns, on the path to womanhood, that true happiness can be found in 
giving oneself  for others...”
This was a recommendation from Mrs. Wills one evening at Koinonia and has since been read 
and recommended by others.



The Freedom of  Self-Forgetfulness: The Path to True Christian Joy
by Timothy Keller
“In an age where pleasing people, puffing up your ego and building your résumé are seen as the methods to make it , 
the Apostle Paul calls us to find true rest in blessed self  forgetfulness. In this short and punchy book, best selling 
author Timothy Keller, shows that gospel humility means we can stop connecting every experience, every conversation 
with ourselves and can thus be free from self  condemnation...”
This tiny book could be read in one trip to the bathroom. Okay maybe two. Or one for guys, two 
for girls! Anyways - the point is, it’s super short and Mrs. Ware said “Everyone should read that 
book!” You have been told!

Serve Without Sinking: How to Serve Christ and Keep Your Joy
by John Hindley
“Have your lips ever said yes to something when your heart said no? Have you ever taken Jesus’s invitation to rest 
(Matthew 11.28) and wondered how it can become a reality, now, in our journey through life with God? This 
book is a real tonic. It may be a ministry – even life-transforming – to some; and those I know who have read it 
have been encouraged and refreshed. Very highly recommended!”
This is a no-brainer to make it on the list! We’re all serving but how many of  us are waiting for 
the life-boat even before we’ve left the harbor?!

Crazy Busy: A (Mercifully) Short Book about a (Really) Big Problem
by Kevin DeYoung
“Author and pastor Kevin DeYoung addresses the busyness problem head on in his newest book, Crazy Busy — and 
not with the typical arsenal of  time management tips, but rather with the biblical tools we need to get to the source 
of  the issue and pull the problem out by the roots...”
This one made the list ‘cos I had it on there twice! (I was so busy I forgot I’d already put it 
down... case in point!)

Treasuring Christ When Your Hands are Full: Gospel Meditations for 
Busy Moms
by Gloria Furman
“In this encouraging book for frazzled moms, Gloria Furman helps us reorient our vision of  motherhood around 
what the Bible teaches. Showing how to pursue a vibrant relationship with God—even when discouragement sets in 
and the laundry still needs to be washed—this book will help you treasure Christ more deeply no matter how busy 
you are...”
Another pick-up-for-five-minutes-at-a-time book for Moms longing for more of  Christ!



Practical Theology for Women: How Knowing God Makes a Difference 
in Our Daily Lives
by Wendy Horger Alsup
“Have you ever wanted to understand the deep things of  the Word but been put off  by the intimidating vocabulary 
of  theologians? Have you assumed that studying the attributes of  God is for seminary students only? Or maybe 
"just for men"? Have heavy doctrinal themes felt beyond you and your everyday world? If  so-if  you've ever thought 
theology was too deep, too impractical, or too irrelevant for your life as a woman-this book is for you.”
And since it’s impossible to learn by osmosis all that our husbands are learning, this is a good 
supplemental place to start (along with all the SWI classes of  course)!

Is God anti-gay (Questions Christians Ask series)
by Sam Allberry
“In this short, simple book, Sam Allberry wants to help confused Christians understand what God has said about 
these questions in the scriptures, and offers a positive and liberating way forward through the debate.”
Sam is British (yay!) and he made it all the way onto SBTS soil this past semester to speak to folks 
here - hurrah! A simple and helpful tool to help guide our convictions and conversations.

Secret Thoughts of  an Unlikely Convert
by Rosaria Butterfield
“Rosaria, by the standards of  many, was living a very good life...Then, in her late 30’s, Rosaria encountered 
something that turned her world upside down - the idea that Christianity, a religion that she had regarded as 
problematic and sometimes downright damaging, might be right about who God was, an idea that flew in the face of 
the people and causes that she most loved. What follows is a story of  what she describes as a "train wreck" at the 
hand of  the supernatural. These are her secret thoughts about those events, written as only a reflective English 
professor could.”
A friend recently told me this book is hands-down the best book they have read in a long time! I 
knew then that it would have to be on the list! Inspirational, informative, and like finding a friend 
from whom we have much to learn. 

“I do not remember 99% of  what I read,
but if  the 1% of  each book or article I do remember

is a life-changing insight, then I don’t begrudge the 99%”

John Piper


