
SEMINARY WIVES INSTITUTE   
COURSE DESCRIPTIONS - FALL 2015 

Term I 
August 27- October 1 (7:00-8:45 PM) 

                         Wednesday AM Discipleship II class meets 8/26-9/30 (10:00-11:45 AM) 
 
REQUIRED COURSES: 
SW 101A         DISCIPLESHIP TRAINING I*   
                          (Discipleship II must be taken during Term II) 
 *This course is also offered on Weds mornings on 8/27-10/1 as   
 SW102A with Mrs. Jane Cutrer and Mrs. Jane Dumas 
  
Instructors:  Various Faculty and Staff wives; Mrs. Caffy Whitney coordinates PM sections 
Text: Spiritual Disciplines for the Christian Life, by Donald Whitney (NavPress)     
                           ISBN 1576830276  
Description: This course encourages the development of a believer’s obedient relationship  
with Jesus Christ.  Personal devotion, prayer, Scripture memorization, and evangelism are  
emphasized.  Using a small group setting, this course as well as the following consecutive  
one, Discipleship II, fosters friendship, camaraderie and accountability as students spend  
12 weeks learning and growing together toward Christlikeness.  
 
SW101B          ESSENTIALS I    (Essentials II must be taken during Term II) 
 
Instructors: Various Faculty and Staff wives; coordinated by Mrs. Mary Mohler 
Text: The Pastor’s Wife: Strengthened by His Grace for a Life of Love 
                           by Gloria Furman   (Crossway 2015) 
                            Optional additional text:  Lose the Halo, Keep the Wings by Virginia Wilson 
                                                                            (complimentary copy provided in class) 
Description: The first half of our core courses in our practical curriculum, Essentials I  
deals with your calling as a Christian; your calling as a wife; your influence on children;  
time management; listening skills; and practical budgeting matters.  Essentials II must be 
taken during the subsequent term so students make a 12 week commitment when  
registering for this course.  Topics may or may not be taught in the order listed due to  
scheduling but all will be covered in either Essentials I or II.  You will love this course as  
you get to hear a team of faculty wives who have a passion for their particular topic.  
 
SW101C         OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT SURVEY 
Instructors:  Dr. T.J. Betts and Dr. Tom Schreiner 
Text:  The Bible      
Optional Text: Holman Quicksource Guide to Understanding the Bible by Kendall H. Easley                             

(Holman Bible Publishers) ISBN 0805494332 
Description: You will be enriched as you study God’s Word from Genesis to Revelation in  
this life changing overview course. 
 
 
 



ELECTIVE COURSES: 
 
  
  
SW101D           INTRO TO BIBLICAL INTERPRETATION 
 
Instructor: Dr.  Rob Plummer 
Text:  40 Questions About Interpreting the Bible by Robert Plummer 
                          (Kregel)   ISBN 082543498X 
Description: The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the goal of 

interpretation.  In so doing we shall look at the part that the Holy Spirit plays 
in interpretation, how to arrive at the meaning of biblical text as well as their 
present day implications, and to learn how to interpret the various literary 
genres (poetry, prophecy, parable, etc.) found in the Bible.  As the author of 
the text for this course, Dr. Plummer will provide a plethora of resources 
related to the book, including powerpoint presentations, lesson plans, 
discussion guide, etc.  His goal is that students will be prepared to teach a 
group of women in their church a class on biblical interpretation. 

 
Please note that this elective as well as Dr. Betts’ Closer Look at NT and Dr. Ware’s 
Closer Look at Baptist Beliefs all qualify for credit under the IMB’s required courses for  
student wives seeking appointment. The other classes they require are: OT/NT Survey,  
Baptist Beliefs and Intro to Biblical Interpretation as well as two electives of choice. 
 
 
 
SW101E          MY BODY, HIS TEMPLE 
 
Instructor: Mrs. Cindy Martin   
 
Text: True Beauty   by Carolyn Mahaney and Nicole Whitacre 
                             (Crossway)  ISBN 1433540347  
 
Description:  We will discuss the way we view, treat, and use our bodies in light of the 

gospel. This 6-week course will cover areas of theology, nutrition, and 
counseling and how they impact body image. "You are not your own, for you 
were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body." Assignments will 
include one short paper discussing an area of health/ wellness/nutrition that 
is significant to the student.  

 
 
  
 
 
 
 



 SEMINARY WIVES INSTITUTE   
COURSE DESCRIPTIONS - FALL 2015 

Term II 
 October 15- November 19 (7:00-8:45 PM) 

                   Wednesday AM Discipleship II class meets Oct 14- Nov 18 (10:00-11:45 AM) 

 
REQUIRED COURSES: 
 
 
 
SW 201A          DISCIPLESHIP TRAINING II*   
                            (Discipleship I must be taken during Term I) 
*This course is also offered on Weds mornings, Oct 14- Nov 18 as    
 SW202A with Mrs. Jane Cutrer and Mrs. Jane Dumas 
  (October 16--November 20 from 10:00-11:45 AM) 
 
Instructors:   Various faculty and staff wives; Mrs. Caffy Whitney coordinates PM 
                            Sections. 
 
Text:   no new text—same as Term I 
 
Description: This course is the second half of the Discipleship Training course, which 
                           encourages the development of a believer’s obedient relationship with Jesus 

Christ. Personal devotion, prayer, scripture memorization, and evangelism 
are emphasized. 

 

 

SW201B          ESSENTIALS II 
                           (Essentials I must be taken during Term I)  
 
Instructors:  Various faculty and staff wives; coordinated by Mrs. Mary Mohler 
  
Text:  no new text—same as Term I 
 
Description:This course is the second half of the Essentials core course.   This course may  

                                                      only be taken subsequent to the completion of Essentials I during Term I this  
                                                      fall.  You will gain insights in these two courses that will shape your walk as a  
                                                      ministry wife for years to come.   
 
 
 
 
 



 ELECTIVE COURSES: 
  
SW201C        BIBLICAL PARENTING 
  
Instructor: Mrs. Danna Stinson 
Text: Instructing a Child’s Heart by Tedd and Margy Tripp (Shepherd Press)   
                           ISBN 0981540007 
PLEASE NOTE— 
due to space limitations, we are asking MOMS ONLY to take this class!  
 
Description: From diapers to diplomas, no matter what stage you are in, this course will 

give your parenting a focus and a plan.  Even if motherhood may be down the 
road for you, you will be blessed by the preparation you will receive.  There 
are many ways God will call ministers’ wives to serve.  For many women, one 
of the most important ministries will be bringing up their children “in the 
fear and admonition of the Lord.” This course is structured to offer direction 
and encouragement from God’s Word and practical advice for this precious 
journey. 

 
SW201D   CONFLICT MANAGEMENT 
 
Instructor: Mrs. Katherine Magnuson   
 
Text:  TBA 
 
 Description: This course will deal with characteristics of problem people and teach you 

how to deal with them.  It will discuss the most common conflict situations in 
the church, give strategies in preventing conflict and give practical 
suggestions on how to live as a called minister’s wife in spite of conflict. 

 
SW201E   INTRO TO BIBLICAL COUNSELING 
 
Instructor: Dr. Heath Lambert and others   
 
Text: Instruments in the Redeemer's Hands: People in Need of Change Helping People 

in Need of Change (Resources for Changing Lives)  by Paul David Tripp (P & R 
Publishing)   ISBN 0875526071 

 
Description: Every woman is a counselor of sorts. Each time she speaks (or doesn’t speak 

when she should) she is giving some form of counsel. This course will be a 
general introduction to basic concepts and distinctive features of biblical 
counseling. It will focus on: (1) what biblical counseling is and what it 
involves; (2) the role of the counselor in biblical counseling; (3) the place of 
counseling in the ministry of the local church, with special emphasis on the 
importance of women counseling women in Titus 2 ministries.  


