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As I describe the initial developments 
of James P. BoyceÕs thr!  changes in 
theological education Ð the forming of 
the original facul" , the cra#ing of the 
Abstract of Principles and the penning 
of the seminary hymn Ð I can never tell 
that story as merely historical narrative. 
It is more than that. 

Today, Southern Seminary is still 
characterized by BoyceÕs vision for 
theological training.  Southern Seminary 
is still de$ned by the classroom experience 
students receive %om the facul"  who 
teach in accordance with and not contrary 
to the Abstract of Principles. And every 
convocation and graduation service we 
still sing Basil Manly Jr.Õs hymn, ÒSoldiers 
of Christ in Truth Arrayed.Ó  All of these 

things and more are just as true about 
Southern Seminary today as they were 
151 years ago. Yet, our story is richer than 
our heritage received, for it encompasses 
what God is doing through our students 
past and present. 

The Southern Seminary story is 
represented in the lives of our students 
and their families. It includes students 
like John Powell whose great-grandfather, 
Abner Edwin Wilson, studied here in the 
late 1920s. Now, nearly 80 years later, 
John is following in his grandfatherÕs 
footsteps and preparing for pastoral 
ministry. John is one of some 4,400 
students preparing for Gospel ministry. 
& ese students are heading into a life 
of unknown challenges and unfores!n 
moral dilemmas.  In a rapidly changing 
world with so many uncertainties and a 
growing Islamic in' uence, our graduates 
are boldly taking the Gospel to pulpits and 
mission $elds all around the world. God is 
using Southern Seminary to equip pastors 
and ministers with the tools n! ded to 
rightly handle the word of truth in every 

context, known and unknown.
As %iends and alumni of this great 

institution, I hope that you think of 
Southern Seminary as part of your own 
story, but also as a part of your present 
ministry. I also hope you think of 
Southern Seminary as part of the ongoing 
work of God in lives of men and women 
just like you.  Our students n! d your 
encouragement.  & ey n! d your prayers.  
& ey n! d your $nancial support, for 
when these students graduate and set 
sail for a lifetime of ministry, they too 
will sing, Òwe m! t to part but part to 
m! t when earthly labors are complete.Ó 
Help us continue to make an impact for 
all eterni".

Sincerely,
R. Albert Mohler Jr.

I never grow tired of 
walking v!itors around 
the campus at 2825 
Lexington Road and 
recounting the story of 
GodÕs faithfulness to 
"e Southern Bapt!t 
"eological Seminary.  
It ! a story that parallels 
the theological trends 
within the h!tory of 
the Southern Bapt!t 
Convention and helps 
demonstrate the broader 
currents of American 
evangelical!m.
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Now approaching a full six decades of teaching the Bible, 
neither the professor nor any other theological challenge 
has swayed Price !om his conviction that the Bible is God’s 
inspired Word. For that reason, through the Legacy Donor 
option, "e Southern Baptist "eological Seminary and those 
a#ected by his ministry wish to honor Price for his commitment 
to Scripture and for his faithfulness to ministry.

“Southern Seminary is thrilled to be able to honor Rev. and 
Mrs. Price in the naming of a Legacy suite a$er them. "rough 
this naming opportuni%, we will be able to perpetuate Rev. 
Price’s legacy of ministry for generations to come,” Jason Allen 
said, who serves as vice president for institutional advancement 
at Southern Seminary and executive director of the Southern 
Seminary Foundation.
"e Legacy Donor option makes it possible for the seminary 

and others to honor faithful servants of the church in a way 
that will commemorate them with great longevi%. Donors have 
the opportuni% to present the seminary with monetary gi$s 
in the name of any Christian known and beloved to them. In 
recognition of such gi$s, a suite in the Legacy Hotel will be 
named a$er those who are being honored.

“"e naming opportunities associated with the Legacy Hotel 
suites give us a unique combination to support students through 
the monetary contribution and also honor a donor, a pastor, a 
missionary or other servants of Christ,” Allen explained. 

It is because of the initiative taken by Ken and Margie 
Dalrymple, fellow church members at Immanuel Baptist 
Church in Lexington, Ky., who a&end Price’s Bible study, that 
this recognition through the Legacy Donor option has taken 
place.

“Just a$er my husband and I joined Immanuel Baptist Church 
in 1994, we began a&ending Rev. Price’s class. When you have 
an opportuni% to hear God’s Word presented in such a clear 
way, you will always want to be in God’s Word daily all your 
life,” Margie Dalrymple said, noting how Price’s teaching 
ministry has aided her and her husband Ken in growing closer 
to their Savior.

Along with others who have known and bene'ted !om Price’s 
life and ministry, the Dalrymples worked toward honoring the 
retired pastor.

“Ken and Margie Dalrymple were instrumental in bringing 
together this project. Without their vision for this naming 
opportuni%, their generosi% to Southern Seminary, and their 
willingness to coordinate this in the local church, this simply 
would not have come to !uition. Just like each church is blessed 
to have a Rev. and Mrs. Price involved in the teaching ministry 
of the congregation, so each church is blessed to have folks 
like Ken and Margie Dalrymple who serve as generous and 
dedicated lay members,” Allen said.

Remarking upon his gratefulness for the Legacy suite named 
in his honor, Price said, “I hope that it commemorates my 
preaching of the Book, of the Blood and of the Blessed Hope.”
"ose interested in more information about donations or the 

Legacy Donor option may contact the o(ce of Institutional 
Advancement at (502) 897-4143 or instrel@sbts.edu

By JOSH HAYES

During the fall of 1949, the now-Rev. Walter K. Price stood in a college 
cl!sroom defending the inspiration of Scripture. Price w! not the 
professor. Rather, the professor of the course had singled out Price for 
acknowledging that he believed the Bible to be God’s inspired Word. 
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Li!le did I expect what I was in for that 
August morning. Naively, I entered 
college assuming everyone shared beliefs 
similar to what I had b"n taught as a boy 
in my Bible-believing home and church. 

After breezing through the roll 
and other introductory ma!ers, the 
professor wasted little time before 
proc"ding to take aim at our “youthful 
presuppositions.” Moment by moment, 
I felt as though I was being subjected to 
some form of theological hazing, a rite of 
passage for a room full of ers#hile naïve 
18-year olds. Beginning with the creation 
narrative, the professor proceeded 
through Genesis dismissing the historici$ 
of the book chapter by chapter, and the 
relative importance thereof. 

Midway through the professor’s 
%ontal assault on the Book of Genesis, 
a classmate raised her hand in protest. 

“My daddy is a preacher and ever since 
I was a li!le girl he taught me to believe 
in Adam and Eve and the garden. My 
daddy’s religion taught me all of this 
is true.” Patronizingly, the professor 
responded, “Just because your daddy 
taught you something does not mean it 
is true. Besides whether or not it is true 
does not much ma!er any way.”

Of course, there is a sense in which the 
professor was right. Just because one’s 
parents suggest something is true does not 
necessarily make it so. Yet just because a 
professor suggests that something is false 
does not make it untrue either. 

Equally troubling, though, is the notion 
that the truthfulness of Genesis does not 
much ma!er any way. Creation ma!ers 
because the Gospel ma!ers. In passages 
like John 1 and Colossians 1, we &nd 
Christ to be the agent of creation. 'us 
the accuracy of the creation narrative is 
theologically tethered to the authori$ 
and credibili$ of Christ. Any a!ack on 
the creation story is at best an indirect 
assault on the person and work of Jesus. 

'ankfully, at Southern Seminary you 
&nd professors that exist to strengthen a 
student’s faith in accord with orthodox 
Christian teaching, not undermine it.  
Southern Seminary boasts a facul$ that 
teaches the truthfulness of Scripture %om 

Adam to the eschaton, %om Genesis 
to Revelation – and understands the 
consequence of such ma!ers. 

I remember well my &rst college class, 
and I will do well never to forget it. 

Soon enough my children and yours will 
&nd themselves in a lecture hall wrestling 
with the world of ideas.  In the face of 
secular a!acks on the authori$ and 
reliabili$ of God’s Word, will they have 
a pastor that has grounded them in truth 
and equipped them for such engagement? 
Like my classmate many years ago, will 
the next generation have a doctrinally 
sound pastor to quote or to approach 
for answers? 

By standing with Southern Seminary as 
we stand for the truth, you can help ensure 
that this generation, and generations to 
come, will have preachers that rightly 
divide the word of truth and are equipped 
to engage and shape the prevailing ideas 
of the age. 

Jason K. Allen, 
Vice President for Institutional 
Advancement

I still remember my !rst 
day in college like it 
happened yesterday.  I 
bounded into my initial 
cl"s – a required 
theology course – not 
quite sure what to make 
of the professor, my 
cl"smates or the entire 
se"on of life I would 
come to know " “the 
college experience.” 
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